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¥

vesult of bis kindly offices, the Turkish Ministry of Education had 2 com.
plevs phowographic copy of the  mgauscript made 1 less than 40 days and
prasented it to me a8 @ gift.

Having these three copiws, 1 was well equipped with the Persian
text, Of the Turkish origmgl 1 also obtamed three copies, relerred to in thi l
book 81 it o ¢ respectively. The first two belong to the hbrary of the,

Madrassé Sepahsalar, ‘Tehran, and the third 1o the private library of the s
fate Mr. Mohammad Al Tarbiat, The complete descnption of thewe ux man.
geerpts 15 given in the Perstan Introduction of tns editton

o

I made 2 thorough comparison of the Persian tramlations and, by rela
ring to the three Turkish texty wherever [ound 2 mitake or an obsaure passage,
I was able to correct and clardy them dnd so 1o praduce (wo complete and
relatively correct versions in Persian, These tre published 1 s edinon i
the hope that they mav  be of e to studems of the wory of Persia
literature. ‘This long process of compdring and editmg the two Peosian texts
began at the end of 1940 sud has only just been completed this spring

Bor a full account of the author of "Mk o Nitos” and of g
two emineat translatens, dakho Huran amd Hako Shah Mauhsmed Qazvini,
| must refer the readet to the Persan hiroduction Phere, | hase  thed 10
examine their hves and work s e s the avalable  natent! would  allos
and have dncussed such tedhnieal pomis moregard 1o the wetnl reod of
the 9th, century poets as seemeid too me of mterest and s glue

The publivation of shis work bas been minde joo thiv p the ener
vus  hnancial asitance given by Mro Abol Flasaa Haehia, e Gananer of
the Bank Melli Iran, whe has not only uade the nocesay crediee avaifable
but has, moreoser, had the buok vued by the excellont Press ui the Hank.

May, 1945 Tehran
AL ANGTEAR HIERMAT



Preface

In the academic year 1940-41, | was asked to give a course of Jec-
s on the hrerary lustory of Persia 1n the 9th century A H {I5th  cen-
y A D) In preparason for this, I had to refer to many histoual sources
dowuments of whith one, 2 manusaipt called “Majilis up-Nefi's” by
‘Al Shir, Navd'i forms the present woik

Although this manuseript 15 casly available in Tehtan, it 15 1mpos-
sible for Persan readeis to use st, siee the ongmal text 15 1 Chaghamy

Turkish, Yo 1 tiedjro obtain & Persian tianslavion, a copy of which I knew
was to be found vin the British Museum under the No Add 7669 Owing

howsver, to the Jislovation of noimal communnations and of the services of
the Brtish Museum produced by the war, this hind of literary acuviy was
no longer possible and consequently 1 was unable to precure a copy of the
British Museum manuscrpt, | tred then to find 2 speamen of 1 Persia
and after much investigation succeeded 1n discovering one mn the pmate -
brary of Mr Nakhdjavini Being a genune bibliophile who 15 always willing
to place his precous hbrary ar the diposal of students of heetature, Mr
Nakhdjavim very kindly lent me hi s aluable manuscript, a servie for whieh
I am glad to take this oppottunity of espressing my gratitude Laer 1 was
nformed that Mr Said Naficy alse had 1 copy and he, too, most generoush

fent 2 to me

When | compared the two manusurpts 1 tound, that, though thes
were both Persian versions of the same Twikish text, they weresn fact widely
different Two sepasate tanslators had been at work, the one fiom Herat, the
other from Qassin, and by 2 curous comcidence both at the same tme Each
translation has 1ts own qualities, s specsal 1enderings and additional matter
which makes 1 a useful, independent book Whilst workmg on these TWO
versions, 1| was wiven to understand that sull another manuscript exists n the
Avad Atandi 1ibrars m Constantnople under the No 3877 This also 19 the
Qazvim version To obtan 1, 1 sought the kind co-operation of my esteerned
friend H F Cemal Husnu Taray, then Turkish Ambassador w Tebran Asa
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