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INTRODUCTION \

The principal words mentioned in the foot-noles are the
following :—

WoRD. NUVBER OF (fHAZAL,
Y igit il
Ustaimag L1
Quigharmaq . iH
Avirilmek or iyirnlmek .. . VI
Surmag X1
Quzghalmag XV7
Qan ysghlamae; .. XXV
Soz qaimag . XXVI
Yashurmag AXV]]
Titratmag XXXIX
Tedmurmog AIXIX
Yuturmag XXXIX
Taramag XL
Taghlmag XL
Tankla XL

L Vi P L ol b e T
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v INTRGDUCTION,

t0 me a hundle of manuseript fragments containing portion of
an Anthology of Persian and Turki poetry, dated A.H, 961.!
Ouly about 100 pages remained, but among them 1 found to my
great delight nearly all the Turki ghazals of Bayram Khan which
were included in Mr, De’s MS.* In the case of this copy also
it was obvious that the scribe was ignorant of Turki: on the
other hand he seems to have had a more accurate original to go
upon, and consequently MS. B {as I have called this second
cOpy) in many cases throws light on what was left obscure by
MS. A {the name I have given to Mr. De's copy). It is clear
that MS. B is taken from a different original, from the fact that
it gives additional verses to many ghazals and adds ome entire
ghazal not included in MS8. A. When I first prepared this edi-
tion I gave in the foot-notes all the incorrect readings of the two
MBS.. but in view of the gross ignorance of the Turki langnage
dizplayed by most of these errors, I came to the conclusion that
no useful purpose could be served by such notes: and T have
only indicated my amendments of the original in cases where
sueh changes admitted of doubt. Occasionally, where I have
had some trouble in arriving at a reading, I have explained
the meaning in the notes, chiefly for the sake of adding to the
still all too meagre resources of Turki lexicography.

H. Dewison Ross.
Calcutte, August 1910,

! Bayram Khén perished by the hand of an agsassin in A.H. 968.

¢ It alzo contain: o partion of the Persian Divin. The collection contains
no other Turk) <eraes,



INTRODUCTIOXN,

In offering to scholars an edition of the Divan or poetical
works of Bayram Khin, Khin-Khinan, very litile need be said
regarding the life of the author. IHe was one of the most brilliant
stars in that constellation of distinguished men which illumined
the courts of Huméytin and Akbar. and his name is writ large on
the pages of Indian History dealing with the first half of the
ixteenth century.,

That Bayram Khin included among his talents a poetic
gift of no mean order is a fact familiar to all who have studied
his life, but by some curious chanece nothing hitherto has been
found in suppott of this claim beyond a few scattered
yuotations.! Some years ago, however, Mr. Harinath De had
the good fortune to discover a complete copy of Bayram Khén's
Divin which had been written, as'the colophon tells us, for
Bayram’s son Abdur Rahim in A H, 1014. Mr. De, knowing my
interest in the Turki language, very kindly handed this copy
over to me, and I at once set to work at ifs transeription. The
Divén is really two Divins, one being in Persian and the other
in Turki {or Chaghatai), the mother-tongue of the Moghul
Emperors of Delhi. As far as the Persian Divin was concerned
no difficulty was experienced as it is on the whole fairly aceu-
rate. But it was quite otherwise with the Turki portion: for
thig was obviously written by a sembe totally ignorant of the
language he was copying : and so di-torted were many of the
lines that for a long fime I abandoned my task as hopeless,
By good fortune, however, a few months ago, I had presented

= —— —

1 Abul-Fazl quotes for esample the openming terse only of an Ode which
Bayram wrote on Akbere (labeg-shooting (Akbar Namah text, p, 330:
Beveridge’s Trans., I, pp. 813, 614.) In the present edition the whole Ode
will be found. DBadaum also gquotes a fen examples of Bayram’'= poetry,
1aference $o which will be found in the text.
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