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Apparently it does not seem difficult to publish an old manuseript,
but those who have an experience of it know the
difficulties to be met with in the acqusition of
various manuscripts, perusal of bad handwriting and correction of
clerical mistakes, when the transcribers of ancient times were not bound
to give dots and martaz. The time and patience required for reading
several manuscripts hardly needs any comment, specially when the edigor
undertook to do it during his leisure hours. 1 fully reulize that the
mavnitude of work was beyond my individual labour, and its accomplish-
ment would have been almost impossible, especially when five different
manuscript copies have been used in the collation of this book, had there
not been the valuable assistance of my relatives and friends who have a
taste for history. I therefore feel it my duty to express my thanks
individually to them. My best thanks are due to Pir Wilavet bhah,
B.A., B.T., Assistant Master, Anglo Arabic High School, Delhi, and
Maulvi Ashfag Ali, Munshi to the Superintendent, Muhammadan and
British  Monuments, Northern Circle, for their valuable assistance, and
] also acknowledge my indebteduess to my brothers Hafiz Mubhammad
Hasan, B.A., Magbul Hasan, YFazal Hasan and Bashir Ahmad Huashon,
who assisted me 1n comparing the manuscripts, reading proofs and prepanng
index. I should not omit to mention the name of my revered father
Maulvi Shariat Ulluh, and my elder brother Maulvt Abrar Hasan, Secre-
tary, Hewett Muslim High School, Moradabad, who by their vast learning
and sagacity solved many difheulties for me. The fact 1s that it was
the wish of the P’rovidence to get this book published through my efforts,
otherwise 1 do not feel myself 1 any way equal to the task.

Apology.

I began to work upon the book in the month of June 1317,
Although the correction of the manuseript did not take much time, and
1t was eXpected that it would be out of the press by the end of that
year, vet some unforeseen and extraordinary difficulties  had to  be
encountered In printing, disappointing me many times in its very publt-
ation. Owing to these reasons [ express with regret that it could not
be printed so nicely as destred, and mistakes which are inseparable from
lithograph crept mn, notwithstanding that no pain was spared i proof
reading. It is, however, expected that the readers would take into
consideration my dithculties, and overlook the defects 1 the publi-
cation.

Derur, }

11th August, 1918, LZAFAR HASAN, BA.

T e ek

. M. H, P
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Part I.—The geography of India during the reign of the emperor
Aurangzeb.

Part 11.—The history of the rajas of India from the time of Kaja
Judhishtar Pandu to the reign of Rail Pithura, better
known as Raja Pirthira).

Part I11.—The history of the Muhammadan emperors from the
time of Nasir-ud-din Subuktagin until the reign of the
emperor Aurangzeb.

The first part 1s the most valuable portion of the work. [t begins
with a description of Hindustan, its products and inhabitants, and proceeds
with an account of its geooraphv as known during the reign of Aurang-
zeb.  The 18 Subas, into which the Mughal empire was then divided,
have heen treated scpavately a. some length, with the description of their
chief towns, manufactures, mteresting localities and buildings and the

courses of rivers. [t also enumerates the Sarfars and  Muhals  of
these Swbas and gives their revenue returns supplementing the Ain-i-
Akbart with new and original information.  The account of the Danjab,
particularly that of Lahore and the Sarkar of Batala, to which the author
belonged, deserves especial mention, containing very minute detail based

on his personal knowledge.

The second part; which compriges the narrative of the rajas of India,
especially the rulers of Delhy giving a list of their names and a short
account and the period of their reigns, has its own lmportance.  This
is perhaps the first published Persian work, which deals with the early
history of lndia, although the events of this period are gencrally of legendry
nature,

The third part algo is not without some interest. A greater portion
of 1t has bheen borrowed from other historical works, a list of which
has been ¢1ven in the preface, but the copious account of the contest
between Aurangzeb and  his brothers supplies some additional inforination,
and may be considered ns rehable on the ground that it was written on
the personal information of the author. Khnlasat-ut-Tawarikh is probably
the first ancient published history, wherein the narrative of the Muham-
madan emperors has been written by a [findu. As there are reasons to
behieve that 1t was not composed under the court influence, it may be
considered as tho best rource of informtion to the students ok history,
indicating the opinion of a /indu historian some 2350 years hence sbout
the Muhammadan cmperors and particularly his contemporary emperor
Aurangzel,
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to the collegre authorities particularly Maulvi Abdul Rahman, the Arubic
professor, for permitting me to use 1t for the collation of the hook.

Nothing is ferthcomng about the. anthor from the text, which does
The Author. not contain even his name. The book beging with
a long preface whercin the anthor has stated the
reason for its compilation, its name and date; and has also given a long
hist of Persian and Sauskrit historical works, which supplied material
for it, but he has been contented with mentioning only so much about
himself, that since his age of discretion he had been in the service of
the nobles and othcers, who were entrusted with the management of the
state, in the capucity of a Munshi or scribe of letters ( vide page 6).
The transcribers have, however, given his name as Sujan Rai Dhandari of
Batala in  the endorsements at the end of manuscripts. Nos. Il., IIL.,
and IV, Professor Dowson ( Elliot’'s History of India, Volume VIIL,,
page 3) has read this name as Subban Rai and DBatala as Patvala. As
the date of composition is recorded not only in Hijra and Jalus years
of Auraugzeb but also in various other flindu eras, it may be presumed
that the book was written by a /lindu. It 15, however, an admitted
fact that the author of this work was Sujan Rai of Batala. Now the
point at issue is as to why he preferred to conceal his name, although
he ought to have given it in the preface according to the usual practice.
Apparently it scems that Sujan Rai was only an ordinary and unknown
person, who could not expect that his name would add to the popularity
of his production, nor does he appear to have desired any fame or honour
by it. His object, on the other hand, was evidently to express the
truth which is the ideal of a historian. Under these circumstances we
can conclude that his stutement is mostly unbiased and based on fucts,
particularly in the case of the accounts of the reign of Aurangzeb, of which

he ‘might be conceived an eye witness.

The Khulasat-ut-Tawarikh was written in the 40th year of the reign
| of Aurangzeb, corresponding to 1107 A, . (1695-6
The Bﬂ[:f::k_ﬂf the 4. D.), and the author spent some two years In 1ts
compilation. Itis chiefly a history of Delhi, wherein
the narrative of all its rajas and sultans has been related from the very
beginning of its foundation in the time of Judhishtar until the perod
when this book was written. Other monarchies have also been brielly
dealt with at the time of their final absorbtion in the Mughal empire.
X ot 5!’ ) _
1t 18 *written in clegent DPersian, replenished with metaphors and
gquotations of appropriate verses. As regards the subject matter the book
may be divided into three parts.
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The transcriber seemns to have been a [/indu, as he did not know the
exact Hijra year, 'The year of the rcign of the emperor Akbar Shah II.
appears to have been omitted by oversight.

At the lower margin the number of leaves contained 1n the manuscript
18 writteu as follows, |

“Total 63 juze (1 juz=_8 leaves) and one leaf.”
This manuseript also belongs to me and was purchased at Lucknow.

ITL.  The third manuscript 18 of 495 leaves, size 83" by 54" with 14
lines to a page. It 1s written In Nastaliy characters, but the date of
transcription is obliterated. ‘The endorsement from the transcriber at
the end runs as follows.

‘“ It {the book) 18 completea and my engagement is over. The book
Khulasat-ut-Tawarikh was finished at noon on I'riday, the 19th Jamads L,
the year., . . .7

This manuseript also belongs to me and was procured at Moradabad
through my elder brother Maulvi Abrar Huasan.

TV, The fourth manuscript is written in Nasialig characters. It ia
worm eaten  but 13 complete. It 18 of 282 leaves, size 114" by 73
with 20 lines to a puge. The endorsement at the end, which does not

bear the date of transcription, runs as follows,

“The book Khulasat-ut-Tawarikh  of Munshe of Munshie Sujan
Rai DBbandari, the resident of Bataly, who wuas accomplished in Hindi,
Persian and Sanskrit, 1s fimished.”

This manuseript belongs to Sayyud Ahsan Shah, the Rais of Sardbhana,
District Meerut, and Vahsildar of (xonda, who uuntul his grrent interest
i the publication of this book by kindly lending wme his muanuscript,
for which 1 amm much 1indebted to hin.

V. The hfth manuscript 1s incomplete and goes down only as far
a3 the deposition of the emperor Shah Jahan (*-ﬂ, page 190}, The firat
three pages are also missing.  The nuniber of the existing leaves 15 308
of the size 104" by 6. The number of lines In a pace is not fixed.
In nearly first half of the book it contains 18 or 19 lines pgr , Duge, but
later on the rumber of the lines incresses until it reached %ﬁ ~.or 2)
to a page at the end.  The manuscript 1s written I Shakasta. 1t belongs
to the library of the St. Stephen's College, Delhi, and I aum much obliged
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noted above I may say that it is most reliable of all the MBS,
hitherto noticed by historians. |

The style of its transeription is not without some interest; each
ot its pages has been divided into two parts which are written dia-
cgounally while at the centre and its upper and lower ends are two
lines running cross-wise in the usual fashion,  The number of the lines
in each page range from 35 to 38, It contains 273 leaves of the
size 113" by 81", The first ten leaves of the original M3, seem tc
have been lost but subsequentdy copied and added. The ninth leal
is, however, to be found at the end among a few others, which do
not form part of the real work, and thus there are only mnine original
leaves which are missing. The date of the MS. written at the end

runs as follows.

‘““ Finished on Sunday, the 9th Rabia II. of the first year of the
reicn of Muiz-ud-din Alamgir II., the king and champion of fath,
corresponding  to one thousand one hundred and sixty cight Hiyjra when
one ghari had passed from the night. It ( the book ) 1s completed
and my engagement with it 18 over. Verse.

() reader, do not be so angry with me if uny mistake has been
commiitted in the book.”

This MS. belongs to me and was purchased at Delhi.

1I.  The second manusenpt, written in Nastalig characters, is in a
well preserved condition. It contains 503 leaves, size 9" by 6" with 13
lines to a page. At the end 1s the following endorsenicnt contsining the
date of the manuscript.

‘““This book, named Khulasat-ut-Tawarikh, written by Munshi
of Munshis, Sujan Rai Bhandari, the resident of Batala, in the Province
of the Panjib. was finished on Suaturdav, the 26th of the month of
Shaban the year cirea one thousund two hundred Hijra and the . . year
of the august reign of the emperor Abkar, son of His Majesty Shah
Alam, the king champion of faith, and during the time of Maharaja
Dhiraj Raj Rajindar Sirt Savat Jagat Singh Bahadur in the town of Sawal
Jaipur, Verse.

From him, who reads it, I am expectant of prayer, as I am a sinful
creature,

Samwat Raja Vikramjit one thousand eight hundred and sixty four.”
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“May God reward them that they have helped those who had
no friends or helpers.”

It is most essential for editing an old book that 1t should be collated
, with various and different MSS., which are not
(ollation of the book. .

supposed to have been transcribed from one and the
same copy, and which should at the same time be old and correct.
I had this principle in view, and by the grace of God was successful
beyond expectation in my attempts, for 1 could procure five manu-
script coples of this old and rave historieal work. Different readings
of these MSS. have, however, been copied in the foot-notes, while
the text has been marked with the letter *“ o 7. Other historical works
have also been referred to, and a list of them has been®attached at

the end of this introduction.

A brief description of the five manuscript copies, used in eolla-
tion of this book, seems necessary for the informa-

Manuseripts .
tion of the readers.

I. One of these MSS. has special distinction. The I hulasat-ut-
Tawarikh, as 1t will be known hereafter, was written in the 40th
year of the reign of Aurangzeb, and it goes down to the accession
of this emperor and the account of his pursuit of Shah Shuja and
Dara Shikoh. Dut it 18 strange that all the MSS., so far kuown to
the historians, except the one under notice, contain at the end a
bricf account and the date of the death of Aurangzeb written
abruptly In a few Jines. DProfessor Dowson ( Elliot’s History of
India, Vol. VIIL, p. 5) i his review on the Khulasat-ut-Tawarikh has
mentioned this fact, and he 18 of opinion that it is an insertion from
a transcriber who added 1t 1n a very early copy, and later on it was
repeated 1n the copies made therefrom. Three of my manuscripts also
contain this insertion which I translate from No. 1.

At last after the management of affairs on the auspicious day
of Friday, the 28th Zulgqada of the year 1118 A. H., three hours
after dawn, his majestv the king having paradise for his resting place
filled the cup of his life ( died ) at the age of 91 years 17 days and
2 hours, the period of his reign being 50 years 2 months and 28 days,
This event happened at the city of Ahmadnagar, in the Deccan.”

It was this manuscript which was first obtained. It is writien in
Shakasta or running hand, and has been partlv worm eaten, but it is
complete and comparatively old and correct. Taking 1r¢ view the fact



INTRODUCTION.,

Innumerable thanks to the glorious God, who, with the word “ Kun ™
(let it be) brought all the earthly and celestial creatures into
existence, and infinite praises to him (the Prophet ), who is endowed
with exccllent qualities, and 1n whose favour God said, “ Had it not

been for thy sake, I would not have created the earth and heaven.”

The Khulasat-ut-Tawaritkh was first bronght to my notice by its
references in Asar-us-sanadid, the well known book of Sir Sayyid
Ahmad Khan on the Archwology of Delhi. It was after a long
scarch that 1 could procure a manuseript copy of it, and on perusal
I found it so unportant and interesting that 1 conceived its publ-
cation highly desirable, I was, however, conscious of the difliculties
to be met with in such an undertaking, and knew that 1ts accom-
plishment was bevond my resources, but © When God intends a thing
to be done He provides means for the same.” [ represented the matter
to the Hon'ble My, W. M. Haley, C.5.1., C.LE., I1.C.5,, the Chief
Commissioner, Delhi, who 18 well known for his keen interest in the
history and hterature of India, and subimitted the manuseript for his exami-
nation, He listened to my rvequests with great concern, and encouraged
me in the publication of the book with the promises of his valuable
help. He was pleased to write a letter to Jaipur State asking the
Darbar to permit me to use the manuseript copies of the book available
in the State library.  The reply recetved from the State was very
favourable, but i the meantime T had the good fortune of securing
a few other MBS, and so 1 did not deem it necessarv to utilise the
Darbar’s liberality, in which case there was a likelihood of an iuterrup-
tion 1 the performance of my duties. 1 also communieated this
proposal to  Sir John Hubert Marshall, Kt., Cl.L., ete, Director
(reneral of  Archwology, who was then i Kashmir; and requested him

to fuvour me with his help and advice. The reply from the latter
oflicer wus very cencouraging, and  last year when he visited  Delhn
on his  winter tonr he was pleased to examime all mv  MdS., and
favoured me with valuable critictsin and esteemable suggestions. 1 must
admit, that without the sympathy and encouragement from both these
aentlemen, I would not have entertained the ideaw of such an under-
taking rather than accomplishing 1t. 1 tuke this opportumty to oifer
my rost sincere thanks to them for the kindness they lhave ever

*

shown to me, althongh [ am conscious of mv inability 1 giving a

full expression, to my sense of gratitude. Ferse.



