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of this work, which has been drawn upon so profusely by ail
students of Sind History. It is hoped that this publication
will open a fresh avenue and will induce other scholars to
the study of the merging cultures in Sind.

In the end, even at the cost of being personal, I should
like to express my gratitude to the authorities of the Bhan-
darkar Oriental Research Institute, Poonsa, who so readily
undertook to publish this work at my suggestion. Without
thelr generosity, it may not have seen the light of day.

Ismail College,

Jogeshwari (Bombay), Mb. BAZLUR-REHEMAN,
18th Jan., 1938,



FOREWORD

The Hisfory of Sind is a fascinating study. The Aryans
were settled on the Indus before 1000 B.CC, Darius Hystaspes
conquered the valley later, but the Persian rule in Sind had
passed away when Alexander, the Great, traversed the country
in 326 B.C. After his departure, it was part of the Mauryan
empire, and then was included in the territories of the Bactrian
Greeks. From the first century B.C. until the seventh century
A.C. India was invaded by various hordes from Central Asia, of
whom the “ White Huns” settled in Sind and established the
Rai dynasty, which subsequently pasced to the Brahmans. In
711 A.C. Muhammad b. Qasim captured the seaport of Dnibul,
and by conquering Multan two yvears later iaid the foundation
of a Muslim government, which ended with the annexation
of Sind by Charles Napier in )843. This province of India lias
pasged through so many vicissifudes and has seen so many
different cultures that the analysis of the historical background
can yield very important results.

The recent archaeological excavations in Sind have
thrown considerable light on ife past culture, and ib is certainly
worth while to write & new history. As n matter of fact it
has ‘been long due, but the scarcity. of data and material has
deferred the attempt. 'I'he Musliing are well-known for their
historical lore, and it is highly uniortunate that even about
their rule we do not possess enough of records. The Ta’rilh-1-
Ma'‘sami, which is now being published for the first time, is
one of the most important sources of our information. It is
a matter of gratification that a scholar of extraordinary ling-
unistic talent and ripe judgment, my friend and colleague,
Dr. U, M. Daudpota, undertook the work. His introdnction
and annotations to the text have certainly enhanced the value
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