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A propos de Kar-Mozd (paye)

Kar-Mozd est une publication sur les ouvriers en Iran, qui est indépendante
des partis politiques ainsi que du gouvernment.

Ses objectifs a long terme sont de poser les fondements intellectuels au semn
du dévelopment industriel et dans l'investissement dans le secteur industriel,
dont tous les deux meéneront a Paccroissement quantitatif et qualitatif de la
classe ouvriere.

Les €diteurs de cette revue sont convaincus que la stabilité sociale du pays
dépends de la création de syndicals pouvant servir d’intermédiaire entre les
investisseurs, les autorités, et les ouvriers. Freiner la formation de ces
syndicats menerait & empéecher les ouvriers d’exprimer leurs besoins, ce qui
créerait un danger sérieux pour la société en général. Les ouvriers ont besoin

de voies l€gales et officielles pour formuler leurs exigences, afin d’éviter des
conflits inutiles.

Ueber Kar Mozd (Gehalt)

Kar Moza ist eine von Parteien und Regierung unabhiingige

Zeitschrift dber iranische ArbeiterInnen. Das langfristige Ziel dieser
Vertffentlichung ist, den intellektuelien Grundstein fiir die industrielle
Entwicklung und fiir Investitionen im industricllen Sektor zu legen. Diese
wirden zur qualitativen wie auch zur quantitativen Entwicklung der
Arbeiterklasse beitragen.

Die Redaktoren sind der Ansicht, dass flir die soziale Stabilitit im Iran die
Errichtung von Gewerkschaften unabdingbar ist.

Letztere sind als Vermittlungsinstanzen zwischen Regierung, InvestorenInnen
und ArbeiterInnen notwendig. Die Verhinderung der Bildung von
Gewerkschaften kdme einer grossen Gefahr fiir die Geselischaft als ganze
gleich. Arbeiterinnen brauchen legale Formen des Ausdrucks, um unnétigen

Konflikten aus dem Weg gehen zu kdnnen.




the mine. This mine is in Britain, and is faced with bankruptcy. Then, in
order to prevent their co-workers’ unemployment, the miners strive to run
the mine and, with much sacrifice, they not only keep the mine running, but
also make it highly productive it.

10. "Poland’s Solidarity movement and its struggle for social change", by
Nasser Sa’idi.

The aim of this article is to explain the process of the formation of Poland’s
Solidarity, and its long and turbulent struggies. Nasser Sa’idi elaborately
depicts the role of workers in social evolutions and the establishment of
democracy.

11. "Turkish labour movement", by Mansour Soltan:.

This article is the second part of Mr. Mansour Soltani laborious and brilliant
analysis who with subtlety undertakes to explain the history of the workers’
struggle n Turkey. Soltani, in the first part of the article, that is published in
the first issue of Kar-mozd, deais with the trend of social changes in Turkey
and the role of the labour movement to the time of Mustafa Kamal Ataturk,
and in the present. In the next part he talks about the tragic history of the
Turkish labour movement, to be continued in the next issues of Kar-mozd.
12. "A report on the Open World Conference in San Francisco”, by Abbas
Mansouran.

In this article, the author talks about the International Labor Conference in
the U.S.A and evalutes its sanctioned laws.

13. "The secret of success of Japanese management”, by Bijan Hedayal.

In this analytic article, the author first tries to find the reasons for Japanese

nanagement success and its role in economical progress. Then he shows the

real face of this management, its cruelty and oppressiveness, and the hard

discipline it forced workers to comply with.



revolution in 1979 were futile, due to the fact that workers work even less
than 40 hours. Amin says: "Iran is not an industrial country, and the mamn
income of the government is not through taxes on production, but through
the sale of raw oil. When the main income of a society is based on the sale of
a raw material the result is that industry, production and productive forces
(workers and factory owners) cannot play a serious role in the evolution of
society. On the other hand, Iran’s rich government distributes the oil money
in some way or another (if unequally).

Most of the industrial institutions are government-controlled, and the workers
in these government factories usually work less than 40 hours a week, since,
because of the vast oil income, society’s pressing need for production and
work discipline is non-existent. Thus, the worker’s environment in Iran is
greatly different to that of post-industrial societies such as BEurope, Japan,
America, South Korea. However, lraman inteliectuals on the left
unfortunately have not taken this vast fundamental difference Into
consideration, and have used paradigms, formulations and borrowed worker
slogans from the industrialized countries. Amini knows the solution to be in a
deeper acquaintance with the particularities specific to Iran.

8. Historical origins of the first of May, by Farid Kashef. This article is

devoted to events leading up to the commemoration of May first.

econd Part : Workers’ and guild issues
in other countries.
9. The first article of this part is written by "Peyman San’atkar”, an
expetienced Iranian worker, who interviewed Robert, secretary of the

mine-workers’ union, who explains how miners of "Kileri” themsclves run



experienced workers, were deeply committed to the democralic process in
decision-making and voting within the syndicate, which caused high
participation and involvement of the members in determining their fates. As
a result of this democratic process, the workers gained maturity and growth
In conciousness.

The all-time slogan of the Arabic-speaking members of the syndicate was:
- Sendica, ezene hebetne, sendica sowt ol-hurive - the syndicate is our friend,
the syndicate is the sound of freedom.

With the occurence of the Iran-Iraq war in 1981, and the heavy non-stop
bombing of the city of Abadan, the activities of the syndicate ceased.

A few years later, a few of the founding members of the syndicate lost their
lives.

6. "Not a report, but a bizarre encounter”", by Fatemeh Sarlak. Fatemeh
Sarlak is a worker in the private sector trying to write a first hand account
about a small "diapers and sanitary towels" factory faced with it’s angry
OWTier.

He tells her that you lefties, wherever you see 3 or 4 workers, come and start
your intrigues and make them revolt, while our country is an oil-rich country
governed by pre-industrial relationships, and the government, haviné fuil
control of the economy, discourages the industrial and private producers, and
you communists come and prepare the subjective ground for the ruin of
production. So what is the difference between you and the dealers and good
for nothing opponents of production?

7- Interview with Akbar Amini about the "40 hour work-week". In th.is
intervicw, Akbar Amini believes that the extended efforts of Iranian leftist

intcllectuals 1o introduce the "40 hour work-week" after the victory of the




The main discussion of this article is the necessity of the orchestration of the
workers’ struggle throughout the country, because local unions cannot
successfully negotiate with the government.

In the author’s view, in as far as the workers’ interests and the shortcomings
of their lives are general and country-wide issues, a nationwide, unified
movement is needed so that they arrive at their demands, ie. increase in
wages, etc. In addition, the writer emphasizes that workers’ unions must be
independent from political powers and government.

5. “The Seasonal Workers’ Syndicate of Abadan”, dialogue between Khadye
Moheimani and Mohammad Safavi. Mohammad Safavi, experienced worker,
active in the workers’ movement in Iran during the first years after the
victory of the Irapian Revolution in 1979 in the oil-rich province of
Khuzestan (in Abadan city), was an active member of the above mentioned
syndicate. In answering the questions of Khadijeh Moheimani, he portrays the
formation and memorable process of the syndicate’s activites. He says: this
syndicate with 14,000 members (most members being Arabic-speaking)
comprises one of the most valuable experiences In the workers’ struggle in
Iran. The syndicate was independent, and in its short existence, despite the
extreme attacks of the right-wing, it was the source of great support and
services to its members. Among the services of the syndicate: the creation of
jobs for unemployed workers, repairing and reinstating the section of
Abadan’s oil refinery with the manpower of specialist worker members of the
syndicate, and, most important, the obtaining of the right to unemployment

insurance.

The founders of the syndicate, ie. Mostafa Abkashak, Mohamd-Ali Abrandi,
Ebrahim Gharibzadeh, Akbar Zebardast and... which were among the



First Part : Workers’ issues in Iran
1- First article: Letter of Mohammad Ali Mohammadi, share-holding worker
of a factory in the private sector, to president Khatami.
Mr President, many obstacles to production and industrial progress exist.
These obstacles are mostly posed by the government and governmental
organs as well as powerful owners of product distribution (which generally is
In the hands of traditional bazaaris). Therefore, many factories in the private
sector have been forced to shut down and the factory shares have falien.
Therefore, many workers have also been left without work. At the end of this
letter, the author signals that the efforts and authority of the president can
lead to the lessening of barriers.
2- "Economic Adjustment Program" wriiten by a woman worker named
"Farah Aghajani”. In this article, Farah Aghajani writes that The Economic
Adjustment Program which was executed during Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani’s
presidency led to a decrease in production and caused the vnempioyment of
many workers.
3- "Eighty years of efforts towards developing independent umions” by
Alireza Rezai Ghalandar, who is a retired worker of a publishing house in
Tehran. It briefly surveys the founding of workers' unions and syndicates
during the last 80 years in Iran. This article, the first part of which is written
by bim, is devoted to the first phase in the formation of workers’ trade
unions (ie. from the Constitutional Revolution up to Reza Shah’s coming o
power). The writer believes that during this period the political parties rarely
had influence and control over the worker’s unions, and says that in the
following periods this influence and control greatly increased.

4- "Nationwide, independent workers’ feminist unions" by Shohreh Naimi.
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About Kar-Mozd

Kar-Mozd is a periodical on workers’ issues wholly
independent of parties, other organizations, and the
government.

The long-term objective of this publication is to lay the
inteltectual ground-work for industrial development, and
for future investment in the industrial sector, both of
which would lead to the numeric and qualitative
development of the working class.

The editors are convinced that social stability requires
the establishment of trade unions. To obstruct the
formation of these unions would be to prevent Iranian
workers from legally voicing their concerns, which would

present a grave danger for society at large.
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