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VOLPONE

Type of work: Drama

Author: Ben Jonson (15722-1637)

Type of plot: Social satire

Time of plot: Sixteenth century

Locale: \rcnit:c

First prasenicd: 1605

B;incipnl characters:
VoLrong, & knave
Maosca, his servant
Conmaccio, an old gentleman
Conavino, 2 merchant
A VorLTons, an advocste

Loap Porrmex Wourp-Be, & knight
Laoy PoLrmick Wourn-Be, his wafe
Bowmamio, Corbaccio’s son
Caria, Corvino's wife
Prascants, s gentleman traveler

Critiqm;

Although the extant copies of Volpone,
or, The Fox, are revised versions of the
original drama, the plan in its printed
form is essentially Jonson’s. The story
is intricately plotted, so much so that
it is likely to be confusing. The drama
points toward the seventeenth-century
theater with its sermonized ending.
Jonson attempted to teach the social

lesson that mischief leads to its own un-
doing.
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Fats T austos), the scholar hero ol Geraan Jegend. ongtimat-
g iy the Reformation, who made s pact with the devil 1o

v nowledpe s wealth, amd the expenence of worldly please o
1B rpend of Faust. a historical figure ol whom conlemporary

evidence survives, hecame inextricably entwined with rradinonal
tales of magi, wandering scholars, and charlatans, incorporaning
clements of the funtastic from Christian higwograpbs and medr-
eval demonology.

'he Hist literary presentation of the Faust legend appeared in
AR when ). Spiess published the Moy of Daoctor Johann Faus.
s, Fameaws Scorcerer and Practinoner of Black Magre, There
Ater. Foust became the hero of Gernan Volksbucler (or Faust-
books), i diama by C. Marlowe . puppet phiys, and pantonimes
In the second half of the 18th contury, sevenal leading German
hterary ligures revived imterest m the Faust legend aomong them
G. L. Losanp. whaanterpreted at in accondance sath the convae-
trons of the Enlightenment Faust, Lessing beheved, had 1o be
saved, because the search for truth o which he dedicated bimseli
could never hecome the provinee of Satan, Duning the Sturrn und
Drang penod, such poets as JO MR Lenzand BN o von Klinger
found a conpenal theme an Foust, 10 W von Goethe. o s
Ao Ferese (peant L ITRIRG part 20 1IR3  sugrested that man can
achneve sicces e los guoesy fon i anderstaeidiny el Baoan e
teace anly ireneh Batth o the poseer ol peason s e b
tochanee the sworlhd
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4. Misroria von D. Johanne Fousien. |
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