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Professor RHewnold A, Nicholszon, at whase suggession ]
undericok this work . ard whose advice gnd guidance have
throughout been of inestimable value to me.

Berlin, 1% th Agqust, 1928, M. Nazim
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The Zainu’l-Akhbar i3 o chronide of dry facts. The
complete absence in It of critidsm s astonishing specially
in contrasl with ihe conternporary s gl of Ao Saiial
I is however an important work for the histopy of the 3rd
and the 4th ceniuries and especially for the early por of
the 5% century A. H. Most of the material preserved in it, is
derived from works which have nol come down to us, or from
he personal knowledge of the author. K is the only extant
thistory which gives ¢ contemporary account of the later
halb of the reign of Suitan Malmoud, but unfortunately,
owing io his ideas of brevity {pp. 61-62}, Gardizl serupu -
lously ovoids giving deigils of even the mos! Important
exploits of the Sultan. He is hawever very careful in giv-
ing dates to almost all the evenis he has recorded. With
the ezception of n few brief references fo Alptigin and Subuk-
tigin under the Samanids, he has aliogeiher omitied the
predecessors of 3ulten Mghmud.

It hos nof been possible to correct the text by collation
because ihe Bodleicn manuscript is a copy of the Ring's
tollege monusaript. | have corrected minor ereors of the
copyist withouf making any referenge 1o them, so as not o
ancumber the bonk with unnecessary and confusing foof-
noies: bur in doubtlul or importand instonces, | have given
the reading= o! the manusceipts along with my emendoifions,
and occosionoily the readings of other works deqling with

e same period. Addiions to the text io give meanings to
incompiete or confused sentences have bDeen enclosed in

square beackets. To incerease its usefuiness, | have given
historical references, though owing to lack of space. they
g oY g% meny as could be desired.

In coneluysion. 1 thank the Trustees of the E. G. Browne
Memorial Fund for their generous help which enabled me
tao send thiz edition to the press. ! hope it will be possible
in the near future 10 publish the remaining portion of the
Zainu'l - Akhbar which decls with topics of great interest
e Orieniat schoigrs | also icke this oppartunity of thanking




contempeardry, and most probably an acqudniance or o
pupit of the famous scholar x5 2l o WF S Bom whore
he has cited o verbal comammication chout Indic on 1. 175 6.

Az the work is dedicated 1o Sulon "Abdu'y- Rashid, it may

be supmized thal Gaedizi was probably atiached {o the court
ol Ghazna.

Gardizi does not mention his authorities for the hisio-
rical poriion of his work, but Professor Barthold has been
able fo find out that one of his sources was o\~ s %t gf
SR rt e geesdist He soys Gaedizi's text 8 sometimes
very close ta Ibnu’l - Athie, and in certain passages presenis
an almost literai translation of it, whith can of course be

explained only by the foci that both cuthors mede use of
gne and the sgme source. Thiz source was undoubtedly

Sallami s work. Gardizi's dependence on Sallami is confiemed
by the fact that Gordizi's narratives of "Amr b. Laith [ see
p. 16} are repeated word for word in the extracts irom
Sallami inaerted in [bn Hhallikan { De Slane’s teanst. IV,
322,326 } {1}. Another probabie source was w.shedt 2.0 of
ot Al pmndl Bloe o AFf Blaspt o which contained numerous
references to the rmiers of Khurasan {2 ). In his account of
Sultan Mahmud ond his successors, Gardizi mainly depends
on personal knowledge {p. 61 §, and the reports of aoquain-
tances who had served under the Sultan [pp. 77.90)

in the iast poretien of his work, which s noif incduded
in the present edition, Gardizi has usuolly stated his sources.
He quoles from the worlis of sa=/l 40! o o F Ll o (743 b,
175 b} aolaadl 5 sl ol of Gleall wret oo oF Disa wf {JT, 197 o,
197 b, 199 b}; W aoor o op Bl i of P L St 2 F
[ff. 177 b, 197 a); and on §. 1885, reiates the story of c
snakecharmer of Indig from sas 8 Hap art

- e e —— — o nrEn g, = A v oam “ . m. — - = ——— i — TR ] LR e w me —m e

1. Turkestan, G. M. 3., p. 31,
2. 1lkid, p. 16h.
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howsver does Rot imply that Maojor Raverty had a different
awl possibly o better manuscript of the Zainu'l - Akhbar as
he was very loose in his references to authorifies. From
his posthumous papers which his widow has deposited in
ihe Library of the India Office, 1 does not appear that he
ever possessed a manuscript of the Zainu'l - Akhbor. In
1808, Professor W. Barihold published scatiered porlions of
the Zeimt'i- Akhbar from the Bodieian mionuscript, in the first
volume of his = Turkestan ™ {pp. 1-18]: and used in the
cowpilation of his arficle an the Saffarids, in Profeasor Nol-
deke's Fetschrift, (2 March. 19061}, vol. I, pp. 171 - 151,

und his numerous ariicles in the Encycopaedia of Islam.

In the preparation of this edifion. I have foliowed the
King's College manuscript. i begins abruptly without cny
introdudcion, with on account of Susr of the Swisty dynasty.
There qre numerous laamas, ond it appears that some pages
had besn tranaposed in the orginagl from which this manus-
cript was copled. The chapters 1—6, which probably
related to the history of the Frophets and the Kings of Ancient
Peesia, chopters 12th, 13th and some portions of chapiers 10 th
and 27 th are wanting: while chopier 27 th comes beiween
chapters 9th and 10 th, und chapter 12 th breahs off in the
acegunt iof the Abbaosid Caliph 42«4, agnd then foliows a
brief account of the sulers of Khurasan from the fime of 2a4 8
to its conquest by the Arabs. The monuscript again breaks
off abrupily in the account of Sulien Maudud, {1) son of
Sultan Masud of Ghazna, and then follows an account of
v gntd o= gnb other Greek philozophers which is
probably g Tragmant of the 27 th chepter. Apart from these
uriporan! delects, the manuscript is frequently confused and
uninieliigitle.

Wothing is %nawn about the asuthor of the Zainu'!
ARhbar except whot is mentioned in the work itself, His
AR WAN i dpedt ot Domal 5 pliced (2 2eaes'. He was

t. Like Cowi of Pars Mus in Budi  Librasy, ¢ 10 ipgorrecily
says Suitan - Abde r Rashid.
T oG T 1T a. o s glven g5 e
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of India. [i. e, 1158 A. H. May 1745 A. D.]. The manus-
crFipt is in good state of preservation, but f. 187 a-202 «a
have been smuch damaged by damp. This manuscipt is
called Ms. A in the notes o the text.

The Bobleian manuscripi was teanscribed in Dhu'l-Haija,
1196 [Nov. 1782 A, D.} probably for Tonathon Scoit., the
translator of the Bahgr-i-Danish whose name is wriiten
on the first page. It is highly probable that this manuscript
wes copied from the king's college manuscript. as even ifs
arrors have been closely followed. [1] The variaiions in
the lexts of the fwo manuscripts are very inrsignificani and
almest negligible. The Bodleian copy however appecrs io
have been made befor the King's College manuscript was
damaged by damp, The Bodleian manuscripi is colled Ms,
B in the notes to the {ext,

The Zainu'l- Akkbar does not appear to hove been a
well - known woek. 3e {ar a3 | have beer ghies o ascertain,
it is not mentioned by anvy writer tili the beginning of the
11 ih cenlury A. H. when the authors of the o7 <lil> gnd
w2 mal ptilized i in thelr gccount of the Ghaznawid sove-
reigns. In modemn times 3ir H. M. Elliof poinled out the
importance of the Zainu'l Akhbar as ecely s 1867, bt he
was not awdare of ifs exisienge. In 18688, Mr. Palmer colled
attention 1o the King's Collge monuscript in the . K. A, 3.
{pp. 105-31]. and in 1888, Dr. Ethe gave a long descrip-
ionn of the Bodleion mgnuscript in his Cofalogue of the
Persian Manuscripts in that library, pp. 811, Mgjor H. G.
Raverty used this work in the compilation of noies on his
translation of the s~v i, bt he hos mode some siate-
ments on the glleged guthoeity of the Zainu'l-Akhbar (2]
which gre nol supported by the extant mamuscripis. This

1. Anocteby Me, A E. Bealon, Asatt: Libravion, Hing s College,
dated 5. 3. 1913 soys thot * after colloting the King's Collaga monus-
gript in March 1913, Dr. Hbss | Colcut'a | emd Professor Browne [Cam
bridgal stote that without doubr it s the originol monuscript ond dhe
Badleigt. a4 copy.” Also cf. Boahold, ib.

2, Tnbogat-i-Nasisi, Royerty's tronsl,, pp. 900 -6: and the Early
Mistory of Indic by V. A Semith, p. 384, nete.



Preface

The Zuainu'li-Akhbor is one of the very few historical
works of the 5% century A. H. that have come down to
vs. It s a general history of Persia from the ok'law  dy-
nasty, and deals porficeloely with the governors chd ru-
lers of Khurasan up io the time of Sultan Zainu’l-Millch
‘Abdu'r-Ruskid , of Ghaznae {250 — 444 A, .} but unfor-
unately a large portion of this vaiuable work has been |ost .

Only two maneaipts of the Zainu'l-Akhbar are
known te exisi, one in the library of Hing's Colleqge,
Cambridge (No. 213 ), and the other in the Bodleian libzrary
Osford [ Quseley. 340 . Of these two, the King's College
racnuscep! is the oldest. The date of ifs {ranzcription is
given thus in the colophon: wse 2 47 < o, bt the
det of the word — is placed so near 4 that Professor
Bartheld has misrecd it as 4"+ {1] In my opinion the number
v signds for 417, because The scribes of the 11 ih century
A H. when giving the date, wsudlly omjited the figqures
depnting (he thousand  Morveover, on ine f{irsi poge, tiwe
copyisl himWct has writlen twe quatrgine of his own coitipao-
<itn, [2) and ore of the post ~. «%~ who died ([circa]
efi & H o, which shows thal the copyist lived in or alior
the time of -7 «* shat s, long after the year 030 A, H.
Or: hie N poye there is o note recording the purchase of
the manuseript on Thursday, 14 Rebi -1, in the 27 th
year of the ragn of Muhomunad Shuifﬁ‘?muglm] CIMperor
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