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shetacle in the development of Islamic gtudies will be removed.
He has already given a tangible proof of, his sympathetic help
in this direetiont by sanotioning a grant in aid of the publication

of these Qasidas.
ORI S AP gb o § uss e o
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1 ghould, therefore, be failing in my duty if I did not express
hore my deep sense of gratitude to him and to the University.

DrcoaN COLLEGE, PooNg,
}SHAIKH ABDULKADIR SARFARAZ.

August, 1828,
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my opinion parts of one and the same powem. They are actord-
ingly adjusted and printed together.

Since the siudy of Persian was introduced in the Bombay
University, it has always laboured under a namber of dis-
advantages and suffered a good deal for want of neat, cheap,
and correctly printed text-books. Peraian literature is very
rich in prose as well as poetical works. But unfortunately as
there is no organisation ecither in India, Persia, or cven in
Europe which may bring out Students’ editions of standard
authers, it has always been extremely difficult for the Board of
Studies to sclect such books as they wish to do. Owing to this
difficulty, the Board has had to rest eontent with those books
only which are available in the market, in spite of the fact that
the text of many of them is hopelessly eorrupt. A number of
books which are good enough. to be prescribed for the highor
expminations, are cither not available here or, if available, aATe
too costly to be purchased even by eollege Hbraries. Works
like the Nasikhut-Tawarikh, Majmaul Fusaha, Namae I anish-
waran, Ganje Shaegan, Rauzatus-Safa, Habibus Sivar, Akbar-
nama, and Tarikhe Ferishta are either not available or their
prices are prohibitive, The Shahnama has become dear and
i» only available in badly printed editions. 'The Bombay and
Lahore editions of the Pazkirae-Daulatshahi are horribly muti-
lated. The Sikandarnsmae-Bahr and the Qasaid-e-Anwari are
available in the Navalkishore editions only and are hopelessly
corrupt in their texts. So alpois the Khusrao wa Shirin of
Nizomi. Thebeautiful poems of Rudaki, Unsuri, Farrukhi, Mi-
nuchihyi, and others cannot be preseribed for similar reasona.
The Atashkada and the Khizanae Amera have to be get aside on
the some grounds. It would indeed be a great blessing tn the
teachers and the taught, if the Tniversitv were to publish the
text-books prescribed for its various examinaiions in Dor<iamn.
Urdw, and Arabie, somewhat on the lines of Calcutta and other
Universities. During the regime of the present Vice-Chancellor,
whose vory name represents “‘the Gate of the City of Know-
ledge”, it is not too muck to hope that this lnng standing



( i@ )

vis., the emecuragement of -the study of his Qasidas, and also
with a view to helping the sindents and the teachers, I decided
to hav : the Sclections printed. To this end the text was collated
with the Bombay edition { Safdari Press, 130¢ A. H. ), the
Tehran ed tion of 1322 A.H., the Calcutta edition of Selections
( Hablol Matin Press, 1907), and the extracts given in
the Majmaul Fusaha. The whole of the text was then copied
and sent to the press. As the college term bad already
commmenced and tho stundents were without the text, I had to
rush the gheets through the press, with the inevitable result that
all the ‘ Printer’s devils ’ condd neither be detected nor deported.
Although after the whole of the text was printed, an attempt
was made to arrest the mogt mischievour ones; vet some of
them sare sfill ar larpe, DBut as those latter arc generally
barmless and suob ag can be easily eaught and corrected, 1
am afraid their pregence will have to be tolerated till the next
edition.

The two editions of the Kullivyat roentioned abave are full
of mistakes. Nor is the Cnleutta odition of Soleetions free from
blunders and corrupt readings. They, however, sapplement
and correct one another. Semetimes all the three give one and

the same wrong reading. Tn such cases I have exercised my
discretion, ~.g., in the following lines:—

35 S b @b s 3 3 e 3Ll ) 5 L Y Ol
s - 1 . )
LT 52t &y b il B Fond T8 Sarp e sienil S

The words cuss (5 3t found in all the three works ean have
no meaning here, I think the correct reading should be.

g 83,

Qasidax Nos. I1 and 18 in the University Handbook.
printed as independent pocms and separated from each other
by several pages in both the Bombay and the Persian edi-
tiong, {No. 16 is omitted from the Calcutta edition). ary in



PREFACE.

The antiquated practice of preseribing fer University
Examinations in Persian 2 eertain number of pages from the
beginning of & collection of posms ( like the Qasaid-c-Anwari
and the Qasaid-e-Khagani } was until recently followed hy the
Bombay University. This practice was doubly defeetive: for,
while it necessitated the Inclusion of some of the prescribed
poct’s medieere productions, it per force excluded from the
cwricuium some of his very best and chaiacteristic poems.
Now for the first time in the bistory of the Tfuiversity, the
Board of Studies in Persian has, under the able guidance of the
Pregident, Mirza AH Muhammad Khan, Esq., M.A., L1.B., now
the Viee-Chancellor of the University, decided to adopt the
principle of preseribing selected pnems. In sccordance with
this decision the following Qasidas of Qaani were selected from
the Bombay edition of his Kulliyvat, which at one time was
cheap and easily avajlable, but which of late lias gone out of
print. The only other edition which contains all the selections
is the Tehian edition. But as this edition is searce and its priee
prohibitive, it is also practically beyond the reach nf students.
The Goverment Calcutta edition, besides being dear, does not
contain all the preseribed selections. Thus the preseribed text
could not be had in the market, and @« critical sitmation
arnge, 1o which miv attention was drawn in June last. Two
alternatives were possible: either the University had to sub-
stitute another author or srrangements had to be mad. for the
printing and publieation of the Selections. The former erurse
practically meant the ousting of Qaani from the University of
Bombay. I persnally felt that it would be a great pity if a
poet like him were removed from the University—a poet so
charming, so sweet, go beautiful, so melodious, so interesting and
ingtruetive, in fact ** the most notable poet produced by Perrin
in the nineteenth century”. Therefore with a view fo carrying
cut the object of the University in preseribing the selections,
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