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1I

of the conditions of the time. Furthermor it is my contention
that the author i3 a person who knew Sanskrit, was familiar with
Indian lore, had access to collections of Indian fables and literary
storics and was in fact the man who translated into Pdrsik the
Panchatanlra under the title of Kalilag - 0 — Dimnag; iec., the
man known as Borzoy {=DBurzinmehr —Buzurgmihr). It is also
probable that the same author was responsible for writing two
other books based mainly on Indian literature and culture,
namely, the Sindbidnameh and the story of Bilauhar and Budasaf.

I have put forward my arguments concerning these
suppositions in my Persian Introduction to the Leifer. Professor
Mary Boyce, in her introduction to her translation of the Letter of
Tansar (Roma, 1968) has expressed different opinions on the
subject,

Two friends, M.E. Reswdni and M. Rowshan, have been
kind enough to help me with this edition. I am also grateful to
the publishing firrn of Khirazmic Ltd for the publication of the
work.

M. MINOVI



FOREWORD

This is a new edition of the book I edited and published
under the title of Tansar's Epistle to Goshnasp in 1930. I have
made corrections to the text and added a large number of notes
in order to elucidate better the text’s difficult, ornate and
eloquent Persian prose of the twelfth century.

The Letter is supposed to have been written in the
third century by a religious man named Tansar (or Tausar),
who was contemporary with the founder of Sdssdnian empire,
Ardashér 1., in answer to a letter of criticism written by the said
Goshnasp, the hereditary ruler of Patishkhwirgar, a region south
of the Caspian Se¢a. In that letter Goshnasp had criticized all
the measures taken by Ardashér in administerial, religious, social
and economie¢ matters, Tansar, a chief Hérpadh and a supporter
of Ardashér in his claims and policies. sct out to enumerate the
faults that Goshnasp had found, to refute them and to justify
everything done and ordered by the king.

Darmesteter was the first scholar to edit and annotate the
Letter, which he published along with a French translation. Further
studies by Marquart and Christensen proved that the lefter
could not have been written earlier than the sixth century, some
time between 557 and 570 AD., with the aim to defend and
justify the policies and measures followed by Khesrow 1. after he
had put Mazdak to death and found it necessary to alter some
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