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vi FOUREWORD,

date he writes from his own personal observation and reliable in-
formation.  Whatever rank we may assign to him as a historian it
cannot be doubted (hat he was a correct and honest chronicler.
His reliability is well established by the fact that he is often
quoted as an authority by repuied and carcful historians such as
Nizgamuddin Ahmad, Badia’ani, Firishta and nthnrs.\_,ff

In conclusion [ gratefnlly acknowledge the help of Mr. Johan
van Manen, C.LE., (Jeneral Secretary to the Asiatic Bociety of
Bengal, in procuring for me the rotograph copies of the MSS.
from the British Museum and the Bodleian, and in making vari-
nus useful suugestions,

Cafeutie Mrudrasah, M. Hroavar Hosam,
the 25rd June, 1931,
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FOREWORID.

At the time when Sic 1. Denison Boss resided in Caleuatta
[ had the priviloge on many ocensions to diseuss wil s him
mabtors relating o Indian histocy and other Oriental siejeets.
In the course of our diseussions on these topies he pointed
oub o me one day that thoe field covering the hstorical pereiod
betwoeen ACEEL ST7-847 (A1 LEl4 -1 8 63), when the Saiyuls vuled
over the Indian Bmpive, had not yet been felly explored. This
suggestion lingered v my memory Ul by clinee | eame e\
the rare work of Yabya bin Alowad tin Aldullahe Ssthrinedis a
mam=eript copy of which was =ent fo me by oy frivted Prof.
Najib Asheat, VLA of the Shibh Academy. Azanusich. The
ook was in o emaged conditton, with some pages missing,
yot when I stndicd ic T eame to the conelusion that this work was
the only authentie soueee of our inlormat ion coneerning the tinwe
when the Saivids voled Trihe b ospoke o the General Sec-
retary to the Asiatie Sociely of Bengal, who steeeiled inseenring
for me rotograph copies of the MSS of the work o the Britisl
Musewrn arul the Bodleien. My present worle s hased on these
three Mas. but [ have chiefly based my toxt on the one from the
Bish .'\'Tu:-ig;um as this copy, tnongheonsiderably spoited by dangp
and moisire, proved Lo be thie oldest ol Che nest carreet, one,

MiLllL!]:hL‘ of the ook begins s history with the reign of
Muhambed Sam, the fornder of the Ghoer dyiisty, and ends
abrnptly in the reign of Sulpan Saayid Mahammeadd up 1o Rady
TE, ALL 838, The anther is =ilent about higsel aod 15e rank
and position he enjoyerl, ot one Taet s evident, that he muost
wave been in a iumii.inn to present aogile o his sovereien,  In
hia preface he tells us that the bool was written by him as
a suitalic token of esteciy and aftecton ta the mler, for - ne
more worthy olfeeing can be nmivde to a Jking thian o record of
the achicvements of his prodecessors ™ He nelnowledged his
obligations to different histocians who wrole beforg hime yp to
the tine of the accession of Firay Shal, bat {rom and alter that
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. BIBLIOTHECA INDICA-
o -PYBLISHED BY
" THE ASIATIC SOCIETY OF BENGAL -

e —
—-

TrB Bihliotheea Indica is a coliection of worka belonging to or
treating of Oriental literatures and contains original text editions
a3 well 68 transiations into English, and also bibliographies, dic-

tionaties, grammars, and studies. -

The publication was started in 1849, and consists of an Old

‘and a New Series. The New Series was begun in 1860, and is atill

rauning. | |
As & rule, the issues in the series consist of fascicles of 06 or

" 100 pages print, though occasionally yumbers. are issued of double,
~tyiple or Inrger bulk, and in & few oases even entire works have
- been published under 8 single iseue number. Several diffexrent -

works are always cimultaneonsly in progross. Hach issne bears &

‘ponsecutive issue pumber. The Old Series congiets of 200 issues,
_in thie New Series, till January lss, 1831, inclusive, 1,508 iseties
" have been published. These 1,771 issues represent 201 different
- works; these works again represent the following literatures -—

Sanskrit, Prakrit.

' Réjasthant, Kishrl, Hindl.
Tibetan. S f
Arabic, Peraian.

.~ ‘Several works published ave partly oF wholly sold out, others

 -are gtill incomplete and in progréss. A few works, though ncom-
- -“plete, have been discontinued. :

Two peice-lists concernirig the Bibliotheca Tndios axe available

“arid may be had on application. One deseribes the Indian and

‘the other the Islamic works piblished in the series. These Lists -

e are periodically revised. - o .

A% e standard sizes of the Bidbliotheca Indica are three — |

o Demy (or small} octavo, | T
Royal {oz lurgge) ookavo.
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.- “The peices of the Bibliothéos Indica a8 eovised in 1998 axé -

", thassd (with somo ssseptions)-on. the following scle por umit of -
oo 1) pages i o il 4 tho case mAy T
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