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HISTORIAN'S S0TE

Thivu poper, entitied Ovoriheow of PFroBpios ozl

of lran, way weltton Lo Mareh 1950 by Dr. Jonaid &, Willer
whe had played an antlve role iR Lhe uperatinon,  The study
win wWr1ited Lhecause Lt gegwcd desirehle te have o recosd
3 0 mjor opfrratian preparad sk o docunpeein weTo rradlly
al haad and while the seaorins of the pursesacl invelved
'n the activily wove il {resh.  [o mddition, Lt wis
relt anvioahle to siress porinin eenecluslons TrRAched atoer
twe gperatian had beon completnd mrd to ombecy Rore of
Lhine 11 the foirm of secommemdaiions apnlicable to futlre,
carallol aperations.

Becnments pertaiping te the rperation described im
Lhis paper are in bhe Project TPAJAX {1lles which acd nald
e the [ran Braineh ol the Kezr EBist and fnuth Asaa Clwil=shor

All proper namns mpntionad ia this paper have been
cheeked for accucpey aud completensss, A sorlevs pEfOrt
%ng boen mode to supply the first name and middle initial
of mach ipndividual. The omizsien pf 2ey first nagas and
middle lpttinls indicates that such informetlen could not
Ee lacated.

Doan L. bBodge
HE Divlialon

Hl=torlaal QFficear
Miarehh 180

SLCHWET
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HUNMARY

By the ond of 1852, it had become clear thab thae
Kossadeqg government 1n Iran was iogapable of redaching
an 9il mettlement with interosted Wostarn countrianm;
wes redching & dangernus and advanced =tage of 1llepal,
defiolt [iranclag; was dlarggarding the Jronien constl-
tutlan In prolebging Pramler Mohimeed Mogszden's tenure
of offico; wng wotivoied mainly by Mogsadag's desice [or
parsanal pawer. was governsd by irresponsible policles
based on emction; hag wodkenod the Shah and the Iranian
Army Lo & depgoerous degree; and had coeprrited alosely
wlth thé Tudeh (Cowmunlst) Papty of Iran. Tn view of
thosn factors, 1t wag eptlumated that Iran weg in real
danger ot falling hehind the Iran Curtalo; 1f that hap-
Penod Lt would meen o victory for tho Soviats Lo the
Cold War and 8 =ajor aelback ror the ¥West in the Middla
Eant. o remedlnl actlon othor than the covert metion
plan set forth below could be found to izprove Lhe exist—
10f ytate ot atfnipn.

Li. whi; the mim of the TYAJAX projoct to ciuse the
fall of the Mosooded government; to esggtabliph the pros-
bige ong power of tha Shan; end to replacre the Moaundag

Bdvarnment with ono wilch would govern Iron necording to

il
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coustrieblye palleles, Specifleally, the aim wax Lo
hying Lo powtr o gevornmpent whloh would reoch an &quita-
Ble oll settlemernt, enibling Iran to become veonooically
sound and flRinglally woelvent, and whick wonld vigorously
prosecuts tha dangerdusly etrong Communlst Party.

Opee 1L had Seen delerploed definttely that LE was
ant Lo Amerlean interests for Sthe Moncadey gpovernment to
rémraln dn pover and DIA qad beon 5o loformoed by the Sscore-
tupy of Zbate in March 1938, CUA bogaa drafilog a plan
whesreby the alen stated above eould be reatlzed Ehrough
covert nallon. An estlmala eplbitled "Factapn [ovolvaed
iln the Overthrow of Mosundeq' was coampleted on L6 April
1854, 1t was here determined that an overthrow of Hossaden
wag pofslble chroagh foverh aperations. Tn April 4t was
detormined that CIA should corduct *the envisloned apera-
Lion jointly with the Britlsh Secrel Intelligence Servios
{FI3). By tho end of April, 1t waeg doslded that CIA and
SIS offigers encld draw up a plan on COyprus wolch would b
subalttad tu CIA apd SIE Headgquavcers, and to the Depart-
ieent of Statsa agd the Forelzn Orfice Fnr figml aparovael.
Ca 3 June 1953, U5 Ambassadar Loy ¥Werlsy Henderson arrived
in the United States whore he was fully copaulted with
regard Lo Che objectlve And aims, a3 stated above, s will

ags CIA's intootlons to design covert means of echleving

1w
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tae ohjactive wpd alms.

Trha plan war oompleTed by 10 Jwe TULTE st whiclk Cime
Mr. Reemit Aoescvelt, Zhlaf af Lhe Hear Enst ond Africhn
piviglaon, CIA {who cdrcled wiilh Llm the wiows of the Do
gartment of State, Cl4, antl Ambasgpdor llondaroon);
M-, Roger Goloan, CLA Chlefl of Stallon, lranm; wrd twe CIA
olanning offlcors met in Balrut to conslder She plac.
With winer chaopges thn aperafloon] pramosal was ouliecltlodd
ta Ll SIE in Londeon on 14 Jure LBL3.

thy 18 June 1957, 1be fivcal speroclioual plap, spreed
tpon by Mr. Roosovelt foar CIA and by Dricleh intelligence
in Londgn, was submitied Lo Wdahinpton Lo Bhe epariooht
a! Stpbie; to Br, Allen ¥, Dullesw, Dirnctor of CHA; and ta
Ambansader Heudersor bPorp approvil. Slaultznecusly, 15 was
sutmltted to the Dritish Forelpgn Offlce by 315 for approval.,
Tre Department of State wanted to be acsured of Lwa things
briore it would granti approvel of the plan:

1. that the Uaited States Governpeat could

provide wdeguate grant ald to & guctessor

Iranler Government no that such o gavernment

could e sostoingsd unfll an ¢ll =etilemant

was raachiod)

2. Lhkat tho Britlsh Coveroment would slgnify

in writing, te the patipfection af the Depariment

v
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of State, Les ifntepLliocn o reach auw oarly

otl setllooent with o susccodor Jraniay

Governmeyl 1in A splrit of #ood Wil and

equity.
The Department of State sotlsfled (tsalfl on both 3 these
LA RS

[n mid--July 1953, Lhe Department of Stete and lio
Brizish Forelgn Office gpranted authorizatlon for fhe Llm-
plementation of ihe TPAJAX project, and the Tiractor of
CT4 obtained the zpproval of the Prosident of tha Unbted
Srates. The 5I5, with Uthe concurrence of the JLA Direg-
Lor and Ambassador llesderSop, proposed that Hr, Roosnereld
asxsume field command in Telkran of Ehe fipnal phneaes of Lhao
operation., I1 was deiermiood By Lhe Deapartmapt of Slate
that L1t would be advisavle for Anbassndor Hendoerson Lo
postpone hius reaturn ta fran, from Washinpton consellition,
uatil the operation had been copcluded. Arrangeoonts wero
made jolntly with 815 eshernby operatigonl lialeon would e
conpducted on Cyprus where o CIA officer would be temporaclly
statimned, mnd uupport llalpon would Le cooddedled kn Wazh-
ingbon. Kapid threc-wiy comounicatlons ware ovranpgedl Ehrouga
CIh farilivics between Tehroin, Uyprug, and ¥Washlogicoon. The
tine el for the operation wud mid-Auguset,

In Iran, CIA and 215 propaganda assits wers to ocpoducl

wi
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an lnerensingly inctunsalfied propagandon affort through the
press, handkllla, and Lhe Tehran clergy {00 3 crmpalpgn de-
sizned to weaken the Mossaden government Ln any way poE-
gible.  In the United Startes, hiph-ranking US afflcinls
were Td o awake afllelal ztatements which would shatter any
tapon hitld by Premiler Mossadesg that Amerlean Acopomic pid
wabld be forthoowlng, and disabuse the franiap public of
the kossadnng myth that the United States supparted hie
refime,

Gooeral Faxlallah Zaheedl, foroer menter of Mosaadeq's
cekhinef, wax chosen of the mest suktaslo suocensnoar® to Ehe
Memler flace he sfood oui s the oniy pornon of etuture
who had gonglstoatly boen openly ok oppobition (o Moscudan
and who clrirud any slgniflicant fellowlng, 7Zancdl wan La
e approachod by CIA and b rald af aue gporation and 1+s
alm of Lnstalling him ns the now prime minister.  Ile was
to aboie a millitnry secseetacleat with which CIA would con-
clude n detzlled staff plue of actisn.

Freom the gutant, the cgoperation of the Shah wag con-
Ghdered Lo be an essentlul part of tha plan. Hia coopora-
Elon was moouspary Lo assure the aclion required of tho
Tehran mllltary goreimons, and to legalize the Augcermlon
4 0 unw prime minicter,  Sinee the Shah Bad shown himsaedf

to e a man of Indutlslon, 1€ wng detarained Chil prussuce

wil
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wrl Blm b coomerEte won o tnke the ol lowing Doomn:

1. “rhe Swan's dynnmiz and foreoful twln sizter
Prebngesn Ashral Palilavl, whn Lo come [rom Furonpeg
to urge SHe Shah Lo dlamins Mosandeq, Sho would
say eho haed THeen Ao cootagl with UY and 1B offl-
cialf who had requested hee to do [o.

2. Arvangemeats werr mode for a vilslt o Isan
ty Geperal Ho Horman Schencrkop!, forewt head of
tho US Goadacme Misslon, whom the Shih Liked and
respeected,.  Hobwaczkopf wai bo oexplalsn the pro-
posed project and get froo the Shah slgned
firanps {roynl doerten ] dliamiesing Moskadoq,
appointing Fabedl, and calllog on the Aroy Lo
vemabtn Toynl Lo Lhee Crawn.

3. The principal indigenows Britieh wgont,
whos i |_1.n|:1|a_ Fledes bod Deen vutablichoed wllh Lher
shanh, was to rolnforce Yehvarzkopf's mesongo
and agpore Lhe Slalb Lhat this was 2 jolnt US=-

UK mnellon.

4. Puilapg recults frog Lhe above, Mr.o Aoousvelt,
repragenting the Prosldrent of the Unlleod Stated,
would urge Lhe Sbat Lo sige Lhe abovemenlionod
flrmons, When rocelved, Lhe flrmans would I

vulcaned by CIA Lo Enhedi an “he day called for

viil
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Lib i plich. @ [ Tay, the Shah was ta Le at

rome lecatien oytside of Toehran so that Zrhodi,

armnd wWith thie ropal [Lrmans and wlth militpey

gupperl, éould take ovor tlie goavernmonkt wlthibut

danger of bhe Shah's reversing bile sthand, And

toe avold mey attumpt on the Shah's Life.

Trvoegh wprots Ilan the Tehran milltary, CIA waz to enser,
to the degree posslble, Tehran Army cooperntion iu support
of the Nhab-appeinted new price minietor.

The following public stntempots made ic tha United
States hafd tromendous bnpacl on Ceat nnd Moscadenq, wnd
gonbributed greatly to MoRsadodg's downfall:

L. The publicatien, on D July 1953, nf Mrosidont
Fidenhawer's 29 Jome 19531 lettor Lo Pramiec Monsacdeq
made 1t gleas that tncroosed old would not be farth-
comlng bo ftrnn.

2. The Spcrelary of Stnte's presn gonfarance of
ZH July 1253 mRinted thal ~.... The growing astivities
of the 1llegal Communlszt Pavty Lkn {¥an and tha teler-
Allgn nf tham by the Irwnilan Gaverpmant bas coogod
our poveoeroment concern. Thupe doavalopments siaka
10 morn diffhenlt to grant aid to Fran, ™

3. The Progldent’s Seattle spoech at <he Governors'

cnavetiblon, Lo whiah by stated that thee Inolted Fraboes

1x
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weatld mol A1t Ly oand ree Sndon cocootrloes

fnll bethlod tho Troo Curtnkn, had definlte

vt .,

Iy cocpernbian wibh the Depprteent of Jtato, CTR had
covapral artlelos planted lo mador Amorlean newspapers and
mapaz iy wlilet, when reproduces in trap, had the deniced
nsyoholgirloal of fegl in Lean and poalrlluted to The wape
el meryvoy ngnlatt Mossondoen.

AilLer o Ldara bl prossere fron Pelneess Asheal and
Goperad Semwarskopf, and aflex soveral moctlngsx witle e,
fonmewelt, Lhe Shab finally elgand the cequired Jibmiaons
e LA August 1952, Astian was xet for 16 hupgust. Howevor,
nwing Lo & gecurity lral in the Iranian military, the chigl
af Lhe Sheb're Dodygurrd, asdigand Lo galcow Wondnmadog with
the help of fwe truckloosds of pro~Shih ooldblard, whd ovaers
wheloed by snpoarior wroed foroes still Joyul te Mossadoedq.
The balpace of the mllitary 9lon wan Chup fruatratad for
Lbhat day. NUpon heaclag Lhat the plan bad misCfived, the
“hah tlow to Caghdad. This wop op ogt of prudence and had
beer at least parkiilly foresood bo the plen,  Zahedl ro=
mainsd Le hldlog in CIA cumstody. With hiw key alficers,
ha cloded Mossadeg'sR securdty forceus which wees sedwiing
te apprebend tha emojor oppositlon olonents.

Bavly ln the aftnrooon of L7 Auguct 1943, Apbansidor

SECNRET
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yodEESTL returpad to Tehran, Geoneral Zehedl, throdgh
c[ﬁ-urrﬂﬂﬂﬂd secrot pross conference and Lhrough CLA cov-
art mrinting facktlities, wonouncad to Iran that bhe was
1ogally prime minlarar Lnd that Macgadag had stuged an
\ltegal coup agakpst hlm, COIA agent Asects diusemsinglod
4 lacge quantity of phoipgrapbs of the fi-wans, appolat-
png Zahuedl prime minister epd dlsmlssing Mossadeq. Thie
wad tremesdeuws lrpact on the people of Tenran whe had
already becy ghockad and angered whoepn thay renlired that
Lhe Shah had been foreod to Leswv: [ran beciuse ol Mogoackyg':
tellons. US Ambapeador Mirten Y. Perry, in Baghdod, can-
Ltarted the Shah apd stvpfad Chat he had copnfidenco thal
the Shabh woyld return voon Lo Ivan daapltsa tha appurdnt
adverse sttuntion at that tipe. Contact was also eslab-
Llghed wich the Shek In Rome aftor he had flown there Irowm
Baghdad., br. Moosevelt nand the statlon conzlstently re-
ported thal Wopshdeg'c apgarenl victory wne misloosding)
that Lhere wern very conctete signe that the Ammy wap still
loval to the Shah: and thot o fevoroble reversal of the
Rltuation was passible. The gtpbtion fuptier wrged heth
the Bricisr Forelgn Office and the Departhent of State
ta make a3 waxipum effert to porstuede the Shah to make
Public fianlements oncouraging the Acmy and populace to

PRiccl Wossadeq wnd to accept Eabedi aa prime niclster.

al
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fin 189 Aot Y433, a0 pro-Snah demonsteation, orlglnat.
Ing In DRy BREdeT ared, Cooh o overvhelming proportians.
The dwronplrnbfan appeared “o Starct pactially !‘i[:n-!:!ul".t',ﬂ.r'ul'.**-ltll.lﬂlj,rlr
reweadiog The fondameatal prestlgs ol che Shal and the
public alarm ot the undiseylbed cepublicen mova betnp
Srarbed ay bhe loomunists oo wel! as by certalrn Malloral
Frroufinty.  Scatlon palittesl action agsels olmc conlribltoy
1o thor Megtnadngs of Lhe pro-Shazhb Aemarstratilons, The Army
Uy secr jeined Lhe pro=5hah acvercn? oo by nasn of Lhat
Al A1 was cleasr that Tuaren, as well as cerlaln provinrial
areas, vere controlluvd by pro-Sheh gtroot Eroups and Avrmy
unlis . Ther SYLuntlay wis such Lot Ll abova-menrt ianed
nelitary plan could then bo implesonbed, AL tho otation's
stppal, Yabedl cowe out of blding to lead the eovement. He
Ilral broadoout ovar Hadlo Tehran and fogouncad that the
puvernment erd hies.,  The General Staff offieoss wope Lhen
srized, Wossadeq's home was gutted, and pro-Mossndeg poalti-
tlelant and affleers arrested. Dy the ond of 16 Auprst,
the couplry wnt In the nands of the new Vremloer, Zahedl, and
perbera of the Hogsiden rovearnment wepe elther in hiding or
werd: fneaircerated.

The Shub returned ghortly to lran whers he was Eiven
A rousirg popular reception., The Shah vas deeply moved

@y the fact that his people find Army had reveltod in the
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faco of ddverslty apripat o virdiotive Moscndeo nnd n
Comsin st Farty riding the orent of temporpcy vietory
apnd claarly planning o decloes Iran o repubiio.  The
Shan fell for the (lrst time Eua he had the maiadatc of
h[is poople, nnd he roturood dotermlinnd Lo rogphln fim
control of the Army.

in order to gFlvae Toahedi bhadly nooded Lmoedlote
Flpan¢lal assistzrce sNo that wonshestnd payinlin conid ba
mot Before the Undted Stabos could provide large acolo
gracl ald, TTA govertly made avallable 55,000,000 within

teo day: of fabedl's aasumption of power.

alit
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PREFACE

The preparalion ol this documentary study, from its very
inceplion o s cunclustion is the product ol mo more than four
wextbhs of intensive work along with numerous other dodies
and commitments that could et e overlooked in the process,
such a8 teaching respomsibilities. allending the newlds of
aricluale stadents, as well as public lectares, cle

My attention was loremost dicected o these docunenls
wltern e April 2000 ane of the Persion daily tesespapors onadoe
il snsonneement concernmng Lhe partial poblication of the
CTA documents which had been presumed destroyed by the
Ageney carhier. The BBC Persian programe made the saime
wononeemenl admost simulloneouwsly, This intensilied  any
curiostby Lov pain access e e docements and w Tid ot i
had 1 ofler apart fvom what wis alrcady knvwn about (he
1953 CIA coup i T While T was wble o renil these
ocuments an Lhe Mew York Times web siie, ©loond that i was
impossilile o print the lext beciwe of e deliberae Titled
aeccess impased by e Toeer, Tloweever, wilh the help of w
ricod amd an Tranian scholar in the 115, Professer Hamid
Zangeneh ol Widenor University, T was able o overcome this
heurier and had  he docoments downloaded  Tor possible
Lranslabivn wnd pablicationn, The initio] nstadlment was me morg
than 80 pages, mnd included o "Hislorian’s Note” ancleven
pazetd "Summary”™ of the coup and four of the [ive sappendices
which were altached te the main report, This seemed an casy
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task which could he sccomplished in several months and cold
b prescoted o the corious and highly cager Iranian pullic
wlio were abswys raely W have Uweic belicls in oo conspiracy
Ueeary el Tiemed by tracing the hidden haods that Tl
manamed Lo dislocate the destiny al this country within the past
Lwor COmiaries.

In the meantime the New York $imes decided e have
e cobive Text of e CLA Sceret Hlistory macde ovailable on the
el As ioresults in o corly June T owaos conlronted with the
aption of having the entire 1ext ranslated. The Intter included
i main reparl as well as Appeadix I, wineh were missing in
previous releises, The New Yok Thres bad digilally Dacked
oul the name of corlam Iraoban aeents workmg lor the CLAL
Aceording (o the New Yok Thies national sceurily reporter,
Tames Risen. this was cooe "at the aeping of historians and
Tranian schodars who wamed that familics of Iranian apems of
the CLA may Luce retribution o Llean” Howewer, Lhe digital
relaedion was chemsily exceoted and Lthe concealed  names
cauld e deteeted readily by using wp alder moded computer
wherchy the process coulkd be sullciently slosved  down 1o
obscove the names before they wore automatically hlacked oul,
Julin Younp win teads the Cryplome web site ook apon
hismedl in decowling portions of the docoments that were
blwcked oul and to make i1 available to the publhic on the wel.
This service o scholurs (which might be regarded as disservice
10 & lew, particularly Tamilics of the Iranian agenls, or groups
in collusion with the CIAY) made i possible, Lo hive the nearly
crtire lext, with o few execeplions, trnlded awl o msle
avindnble,

Wilh our relatively weak and slow aceess o Lhe inlernet
al Shiraz University, the task ol downloadiog was o tedious and
pullistaking process, amed even then papge 23 o Appedic B
worneld have never been mide availabhle o this wriler iF 10wasa't
[ar my plea for help which was eventually answered by D



